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a  he  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and 
Museum  is  a  memorial  tribute  to  the  life  and 
contributions  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Located  in  Fort 
Wayne,  Indiana,  the  Library  and  Museum  has  been 
generously  funded  since  its  establishment  in  1928 
by  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company. 
In  1905  Lincoln  National  Life  was  granted  permis- 
sion to  use  Lincoln's  name  by  the  President's  eldest 
son,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  and  thus  became  a  pio- 
neer in  supporting  historical  research  and  preserva- 
tion. For  half  a  century  the  Lincoln  Library  and 
Museum  has  methodically  collected  Lincolniana. 
The  first  director  was  Louis  A.  Warren.  Beginning 
in  1928  this  Massachusetts-born  and  Kentucky- 
educated  historian  commenced  what  became  a  life- 
long search  for  every  fragment  of  information  that 
could  illuminate  the  life  of  the  Sixteenth  President. 


Dr.  R.  Gerald  McMurtry,  a  native  Kentuckian, 
became  the  second  director  of  the  Library 
and  Museum  upon  Dr.  Warren's  retirement  in  1956. 
Like  his  predecessor,  McMurtry  is  a  distinguished 
scholar  with  a  national  reputation  in  the  Lincoln 
field.  His  successor,  Dr.  Mark  E.  Neely,  Jr.,  was 
appointed  director  in  1973.  Like  Warren  and 
McMurtry,  he  is  an  active  lecturer,  researcher,  and 
writer.  All  three  men  have  dedicated  themselves 
to  acquiring  an  intensive  and  far-reaching  collec- 
tion on  Lincoln  and  Civil  War  era  politics. 

Since  1928  thousands  of  visitors— from  Indiana 
and  throughout  the  world— have  enjoyed  the  rich 
and  varied  holdings  of  the  Lincoln  Library  and 
Museum.  This  is  an  indication  both  of  the  enduring 
interest  in  Lincoln  and  the  strength  of  the  collec- 
tion. The  holdings  are  unique;  they  constitute  the 
largest  private  collection  of  organized  information 
on  Lincoln  in  existence. 


Opposite:  (clockwise)  "Abraham  Lincoln:  The  Hoosier  Youth" 
—  The  miniature  of  the  heroic  bronze  statue  by  Paul  Manship 
which  has  graced  The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Company 
plaza  since  1932.  Robert  Todd  Lincoln's  1905  letter  authorizing 
Lincoln  Rational  Life  to  use  Lincoln's  name.  The  lobby  of  the 
Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum. 
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he  Library  contains  20,000  volumes.  The 
^nucleus  of  its  holdings  is  a  comprehensive  col- 
lection of  10,000  works  on  Abraham  Lincoln.  This 
Lincolniana  collection  spans  every  phase  of  Lincoln's 
life,  his  image,  and  legacy.  Included  in  this  collec- 
tion are  works  on  Lincoln  written  in  twenty-six 
languages.  The  Library  owns  Lincoln's  personal 
copy  of  Mason  L.  Weems,  The  Life  of  Benjamin 
Franklin  (Philadelphia,  1829)  as  well  as  his  edition 
of  the  Life  and  Speeches  of  Henry  Clay  (Philadelphia, 
1854).  Another  volume  of  special  value  is  a  copy  of 
the  Lincoln-Douglas  Debates  presented  by  Lincoln 
to  a  Springfield  neighbor,  J.S.  Bradford,  in  1860. 
The  Library  also  has  rich  collections  of  works  sim- 
ilar to  those  Lincoln  owned  or  read  and  collateral 
books.  The  latter  group  features  10,000  biographies, 
monographs,  pamphlets,  and  journals  pertaining  to 
the  men  and  events  of  Lincoln's  day.  Books  on  the 
states  in  which  Lincoln  lived  and  topics  such  as 
the  Civil  War  and  slavery  are  also  located  in 
the  collection. 

The  Library  subscribes  to  more  than  thirty 
scholarly  journals.  Of  particular  benefit  to  research- 
ers are  files  of  5,000  magazine  articles  and  200,000 
newspaper  clippings  which  develop  the  Lincoln 
theme  from  innumerable  points  of  view.  For  in- 
depth  research  into  Lincoln's  early  life  and  political 
career  the  Library  has  available  microfilm  copies  of 
the  Vincennes  (Ind.)  Western  Sun,  1807-1828;  the 
Louisville  Daily  Journal,  1830-1839,  184U843;  the 
Illinois  State  Register,  1831-1858;  and  the  Sangamo 
(111.)  Journal,  1831-1841.  Additional  Civil  War 
newspapers,  journals,  and  government  documents 
make  the  Library  a  valuable  resource  center  for 
students  of  the  Middle  Period. 

Opposite:  (clockwise)  The  20,000  volume  collection  ofboo\s 
housed  in  the  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and  Museum 
with  gallery  in  background.  Lincoln's  letter  to  his  predecessor, 
President  James  Buchanan,  inviting  him  to  be  his  guest  at  the 
1861  inaugural  ball.  "Lincoln  From  Life"— a  "Draped"  bust 
by  Leonard  W.  Vol\. 
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a  he  Library's  manuscript  holdings  are  a  major 
attraction  to  scholars.  In  addition  to  owning 
more  than  100  Lincoln  autograph  manuscripts,  the 
collection  contains  245  letters  addressed  to  Lincoln. 
The  papers  of  his  son,  Robert  Todd  Lincoln,  offer 
invaluable  insights  into  this  member  of  the  Lincoln 
family.  For  Civil  War  specialists  the  Library  con- 
tains the  papers  of  politicians— most  notably  Rich- 
ard W.  Thompson  and  Roscoe  Conkling— as  well 
as  soldiers.  The  George  W.  Squier  Collection,  for 
example,  includes  the  letters  of  an  officer  in  the 
44th  Indiana  Infantry.  For  more  than  four  decades 
the  directors  of  the  Library  have  made  conscious 
efforts  to  collect  Lincoln  family  manuscripts,  corre- 
spondence of  early  Lincoln  associates,  letters  of 
Lincoln's  private  secretaries  and  cabinet  members, 
and  letters  of  Lincoln  authors.  In  addition  to  these 
manuscripts  the  Library  holds  two  important  gene- 
alogical collections— the  Hanks-Hitchcock  Collec- 
tion and  the  Helm-Haycraft  Collection  of  Kentucky 
Courthouse  Records.  To  supplement  these  collec- 
tions the  Library  has  in  its  possession  reels  of  micro- 
film from  the  Lincoln,  Herndon-Weik,  and  John  Hay 
manuscript  collections  at  the  Library  of  Congress. 
Microfilm  copies  of  manuscripts  deposited  at  Lin- 
coln Memorial  University,  Harrogate,  Tennessee, 
are  also  available  to  patrons.  The  Library  continues 
to  acquire  microfilm  copies  of  unpublished  doctoral 
dissertations  which  focus  upon  Lincoln  and  the 
Civil  War. 


Opposite:  (clockwise)  Campaign  pennant  from  1864  presi- 
dential campaign.  "Lincoln,  the  Honest  Clerl^'—oil  painting 
by  Frederic  Mizen.  Exhibits  from  the  Museum:  "The  Blac\ 
Haw\  War,"  "Henry  Clay,"  "Lincoln  the  Lawyer." 

Centerfold:  "President  Lincoln  Writing  the  Proclamation  of 
Freedom,  January  1,  1863"  a  lithograph  from  an  oil  painting 
by  David  G.  Blythe. 
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/_mn  integral  part  of  the  Library's  holdings  is  its 
±     V  large  collection  of  graphic  materials.  These 
include  oil  paintings,  original  photographs,  con- 
temporary prints,  broadsides,  and  metallic  subjects. 
The  collection  contains  twenty-eight  original  oil 
paintings  by  some  of  America's  best  known  artists 
including  Dean  Cornwell,  J.C.  Leyendecker,  Fred- 
eric Mizen,  and  C.C.  Beall.  Likenesses  of  Lincoln 
of  special  value  are  Daniel  Huntington's  miniature 
portrait  painted  from  life  and  an  oil  portrait  by 
black  painter  David  Bustill  Bowser.  Supplementing 
these  is  a  large  and  valuable  collection  of  Lincoln 
photographs  from  original  negatives  in  cabinet  and 
carte-de-visite  sizes.  More  than  6,000  different 
prints  of  Lincoln  also  have  been  collected  encom- 
passing engravings,  woodcuts,  etchings,  litho- 
graphs, and  photoengravings.  The  Library  also 
contains  an  impressive  number  of  photographs  and 
prints  of  Lincoln  contemporaries,  rare  broadsides, 
political  posters,  addresses,  and  ballots.  Among  the 
235  busts,  statues,  masks,  and  plaques  are  three 
versions  of  John  Rogers'  "Council  of  War,"  an  orig- 
inal Leonard  Volk  bronze  bust,  and  a  one-of-a- 
kind  statuette  of  Lincoln  by  Charles  Keck.  Over 
1,000  Lincoln  medals  are  also  included  in  the  col- 
lection. Altogether,  these  materials  make  the  Library 
a  major  center  for  the  study  of  Lincoln's  image  as 
portrayed  in  a  variety  of  media. 


Opposite:  (above)  David  Bustill  Bowser's  oil  painting  — 1865 
or  1866.  Two  museum  displays:  "The  White  House  a  Home' 
and  "The  Emancipation  Proclamation'.' 
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isitors  to  the  Museum's  sixty  display  cases 
^Cwill  marvel  as  Lincoln's  biography  literally 
evolves  before  them.  The  Library  and  Museum  was 
completely  redesigned  and  moved  into  new  quarters 
in  1977.  The  Museum  now  incorporates  the  most 
modern  features  of  museum  construction  and 
design.  The  lively  exhibits  span  a  broad  range  — 
both  chronological  and  thematic— of  episodes  in 
Lincoln's  life.  The  Lincoln  family  genealogy,  Lin- 
coln and  the  Black  Hawk  War,  Lincoln's  foreign 
policy— are  just  a  few  of  the  Museum's  attractive 
exhibits.  Joining  these  are  displays  on  such  well- 
known  topics  as  the  Emancipation  Proclamation 
and  the  Gettysburg  Address.  Three  reconstructed 
period  rooms— the  Indiana  log  cabin,  the  Spring- 
field law  office,  and  the  War  Department  telegraph 
room— offer  an  authentic  flavor  of  life  and  styles  at 
mid-nineteenth  century.  The  exhibits  feature  per- 
sonal items  belonging  to  the  President  and  his  fam- 
ily, relics  associated  with  Lincoln's  elections  and 
assassination,  and  numerous  curios.  Many  of  the 
valuable  Lincoln  sculptures,  artifacts,  prints,  and 
photographs  from  the  Library's  collections  decorate 
the  displays.  Included,  for  example,  are  a  flag  which 
draped  Lincoln's  box  at  Ford's  Theatre,  one  of  the 
President's  shawls,  and  several  pieces  of  china  from 
the  Lincoln  White  House.  The  Museum  also  fea- 
tures temporary  exhibits  which  highlight  special 
Lincoln  themes. 

Colorful  and  spacious,  the  Lincoln  Museum  con- 
tains items  of  interest  to  Lincoln  students  young 
and  old.  And  because  it  is  self-explanatory,  the 
Museum  is  ideally  suited  for  individuals  who  wish 
to  browse  leisurely.  Groups  may  arrange  to  have 
specially  guided  tours  led  by  the  Museum  staff. 

Opposite:  (countercloc\wise)  "Lincoln  Proclaiming  Thanks- 
giving" by  Dean  Cornwell.  A  contemporary  portrait  of  General 
George  B.  McClellan.  Political  cartoon  from  the  1864  presi- 
dential campaign.  Lincoln's  arch  adversary  — "the  Little 
Giant"— Stephen  A.  Douglas. 
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a  he  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and 
Museum  affords  scholars  unusual  services 
through  its  duplication  policy  and  many  publica- 
tions. When  not  restricted  by  copyrights  or  other 
regulations,  the  Library  and  Museum  will  provide 
gratis  copies  of  more  than  3,000  photographs,  prints, 
lithographs,  or  engravings  from  its  collections. 
These  may  be  used  as  illustrative  materials  for 
books,  journal  articles,  and  school  displays.  Also 
obtainable  where  copyright  permits  are  Xerox 
reproductions  of  manuscripts,  rare  books,  pam- 
phlets, journal  articles,  book  reviews,  newspaper 
clippings,  and  broadsides. 

Since  1929  the  Library  and  Museum  has  exhib- 
ited its  commitment  to  research  in  the  Lincoln 
field  by  the  publication  of  its  monthly  bulletin, 
Lincoln  Lore.  Containing  articles  on  a  variety  of 
Lincoln-related  subjects,  this  illustrated  publica- 
tion serves  also  as  a  clearing  house  for  Lincoln 
research  in  progress  and  provides  an  annual  cumu- 
lative bibliography  of  Lincolniana.  Lincoln  Lore  is 
mailed  upon  request  to  Lincoln  students  through- 
out the  world  as  well  as  to  libraries  and  historical 
societies.  To  further  popularize  the  study  of  Lin- 
coln, the  Library  and  Museum  provides  its  patrons 
with  complimentary  pamphlets,  facsimiles,  and 
photographs  which  treat  Lincoln  topics  and 
themes.  The  Library  occasionally  publishes  books 
on  Lincoln  subjects.  Inquiries  about  the  Sixteenth 
President  are  invited,  and  interested  persons  are 
encouraged  to  visit  one  of  the  leading  centers  of 
Lincoln  research  in  America. 


Opposite:  (counterclockwise)  Campaign  button  and  poster  from 
presidential  election  of  1860.  Lincoln  in  caricature:  "Long 
Abraham  Lincoln  A  Little  Longer,"  from  Harper's  Weekly, 
November  26,  1864. 
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LINCOLN  RANGERS! 
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a  he  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and 
Museum  is  located  at  1300  South  Clinton 
Street,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801.  Phone  (219) 
424-5421  extension  7864. 

Visitors  are  welcome  from  8:00-4:30,  Monday 
through  Thursday,  and  from  8:00-12:30  (noon), 
Friday. 
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he  Louis  A.  Warren  Lincoln  Library  and 
Museum  is  located  at  1300  South  Clinton 
,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana  46801.  PI  19) 

42  1  extension  7864. 

Visitors  are  welcome  from  8:00-4  ay 
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THE  LINCOLN  NATIONAL  LIFE  INSURANCE  COMPANY 
FORT  WAYNE,  INDIANA  46801 


